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SOVIETS FURTHER PARTY LINE 
AT BERLIN CONFERENCE 


Despite the lack of tangible progress at the Berlin Big Four conference, the Communist 
press has reported the three-week meeting as a victory for V. M. Molotov and the Soviet Union. 


In the face of the toughest and most determined opposition the Communists have ever had, 
Molotov succeeded in maintaining, and possibly furthering the policies of the Malenkov 
government. 


On February 1, 1954 Pravda reported that, "International observers noted unanimously that 
the first week of the conference was marked by the diplomatic initiative of the Soviet Union," 
and 7 "the strength and conviction of concrete Soviet proposals. At the same time they noted 


that the proposals of the Western planners did not have their qualities. They took, for the most 
part, a negative position." 


The "Daily Worker" picked up the Pravda line on February 12 with an article on "Molotov 
proposes, Dulles opposes," and two days later with an article on “Dulles says No (Again) to 
European Security Pact." 


Molotov's Proposals 


Throughout the entire conference Molotov proposed a barrage of plans for "relaxation of 
international tension," for "German unity," and for "European security." By tying these de- 
sirable aims to unacceptable terms, a favorite Communist tactic, Molotov assured himself of 
U. S. opposition. 


Several times, in an apparent mood of friendly conciliation, he suggested alternatives 
such as permitting the Germans to vote for militarism or for peaceful development, a proposal 
which contrasted Soviet protestations of being peace-loving with charges that the U. S. is for war. 


The Party line which appears to have governed Molotov's proposals at the conference was 
laid down in a Pravda article on Party issues, July 26, 1953, on the 59th anniversary of the Party. 


Communists Oppose the U. S. 


Pravda there declared that in foreign policy, "the Party will continue the policy of . . . 


stabilizing peace, of collaborating with all countries and developing businesslike relations with 
them..." 











Pravda continued that the policy of the Western countries was, "a fear of peace, fear of 
coexistence of the two systems (capitalism and Soviet socialism) and lack of confidence in the 
further stability of the capitalistic system." 


In his address to the Supreme Soviet of the U.S. S.R. on August 8, 1953 Malenkov restated 
this line in simpler terms. He said, "The constant struggles of the Soviet state against the threat 
of a new war have earned it great authority and the trust of millions of people in all countries of 
the world." But speaking of the North Atlantic bloc and the U. S. he said, "These forces are 
putting their stakes on war. Peace does not serve their ends. They regard any weakening in 
(international) tension as a calamity for themselves." 


Molotov's proposals, and the dearth of Western counter-proposals at the Big Four conference, 
furthered this Party line without causing any loss of territory or of power to the Soviet Union. 


The increasing division of opinion in some European countries over whether Germany should 
be armed or kept neutral was stimulated by Molotov's proposals. We have yet to see whether the 
major issue from the U. S. point of view — permitting the German people to make choices for 
themselves or forcing them to accept decisions rigged by the Communists — will be given an 
equal hearing in other countries of the world. 


ANTI-RELIGIOUS CRUSADE 
STEPPED UP IN THE U. S. S. R. 


The Communists are stepping up their crusade against religious beliefs in the U. S. S. R. by 
ridiculing religious practices and by urging Party members to "fight unceasingly against these 
remnants of the past." 


A significant development in this anti-religious program was announced in the January 7, 
1954, issue of the magazine "Soviet Culture." The magazine stated that the U. S. S. R. 
Academy of Sciences' Museum of the History of Religion had been reopened in Leningrad after a 
recent reorganization. 


The magazine further stated that a branch of this activity, usually known as the Museum of 
Religion and Atheism, will be opened in Lvov (an industrial and university town in Western 
Ukraine), and that mobile units are being prepared to take museum exhibits to show to collective 
farmers. 


The museum includes “objects showing the belief of indigenous people of Australia and 
Africa, ancient Greece, Egypt, and India. There are 4,000 exhibits showing the role of 
Catholicism in the service of the feudal lords and the bourgeoisie." There also are "numerous 
exhibits showing the masses' struggle against religious superstition," according to V. Bonch- 
Bruyevich, museum director. 


COMMUNISTS PUSH MAJOR TRADE OFFENSIVE 
Aims Are Political And Economic 


Communist trade experts have been extremely busy the past few months putting into action 
the Kremlin's new policy of "developing businesslike relations" with the free world. 


The first time this term, "businesslike relations" appeared in the Soviet press was in the 
formal announcement of Stalin's death made on March 6, 1953. This announcement said: "The 
foreign policy of the Communist Party. . . is a policy. . . of international collaboration and 
development of businesslike relations with all countries." 


This same phrase appeared in Malenkov's funeral oration for Stalin given on March 9, 1953, 
and in the outline of the new policy of the Communist Party printed in Pravda on July 26, 1953. 
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These relations appear to be different in nature from the "fraternal friendship with the great 
Chinese people, with the workers of all countries of the people's democracy" mentioned in the 
March 6 death announcement, the March 9 funeral oration, and, in a slightly different wording, 
in the July 26 policy statement. 


Propaganda Before Trade 


Using typical Communist techniques, propaganda has preceeded the actual offers of trade 
deals. On November 6, 1953 the "Cominform Journal" published a letter from a group of 
workers in a Dodge factory in Detroit which stated that "trade with the U. S. S. R., China, and 
the countries of Eastern Europe would mean several million jobs and boost the sagging buying power 
of the people." 


In the November 21, 1953 issue of the magazine, "New Times," M. Nesterov, Chairman 
of the Societ Chamber of Commerce, wrote that "Businessmen and the public are coming to 


realize the need for normal international trade contacts in order to promote peaceful development 
of all countries." 


These lines are being used by the "Daily Worker." The February 4, 1954 issue carried a re- 
port that Leon Beverly, president of Local 347, ClO United Packinghouse Workers, had cabled 
President Eisenhower "to bring about an end to the cold war and the realization of the maximum 
worldwide trade between nations." The Packinghouse workers view was that maximum foreign 
trade would "provide more jobs and peaceful prosperity for the American people." 


More Propaganda 


The "Daily Worker" on February 7, 1954 commented that the Randall Commission on 
Foreign Trade had not gone far enough in its report to President Eisenhower. It urged that "we 
need direct contact with the expanding economies of the Soviet Union and China." 


Surprisingly, perhaps, varieties of these same statements are beginning to appear in speeches 
by American businessmen and politicians and farmers who can see no reason to prohibit trade in 
consumer goods with the Communist Empire. 


The use of the terms "businesslike relations" and "fraternal friendship" indicates the 
Communist policy toward the free world is one of getting as much out of the free world as pos- 
sible and giving as little as possible. It is a policy of making the Communist Empire stronger at 
the expense of the free world. 


Trade Benefits Are Many 


Official U. S. government statistics reveal that trade with the U. S. has helped the 
Communists grow stronger during three separate periods. From 1928 to 1932 the Communists re- 
ceived U. S. technical know-how and machine tools which they used to start building the now 
powerful Soviet war industries. 


During World War ||, and especially during 1944 to 1946, the United States gave the 
Communists $4 billion to buy industrial and farm equipment in the U. S. These goods, which 
included machine tools, electrical generating equipment, and entire factories, have gone into 
building up the Communists' heavy war industries. 


That is not all. Since 1948 U. S. citizens have paid more than $200 million to the 
Communists in dollars which they can use to pay for espionage and subversion in the Western 
Hemisphere. In exchange for those dollars the Communists sold us an odd assortment of furs, 
feathers, canned hams, hog bristles, manganese, and a small amount of other raw materials. 


At the very time that peoples in the Communist Empire were existing on starvation and 
near-starvation diets, the Communists have been boosting their sales of Communist Polish canned 
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hams and meats in the United States. U. S$. government statistics show that our imports of Polish 
hams have gone up from nearly zero in 1947 to $11 million in 1953 — $3 million more than we 
bought in 1938 when Poland was free. Those hams are being bought by U. S. citizens. 


Communist Trade Practice 


The Communists consistently have used trade to their own advantage by judging every trade 
deal, no matter how small, on the basis of whether it will make the Communist Empire stronger 
or whether it will make the free world weaker. 


The current Communist trade offensive is aimed at achieving both goals. The Soviet Union 
right now is in desperate need for food and for the simplest kinds of consumer goods such as 
children's clothes, knitted underwear, and shoes. 


Malenkov, who knows the lack of food is one issue over which even the most enslaved 
people will revolt is anxious to get food and consumer goods to calm his rebellious people. 


The use of trade to gain political ends, however, is even more important. Pravda of 
May 24, 1953 commented on a plea by Britain's Clement Attlee in favor of giving Red China a 
seat in the UN by saying: "Of course, this statement is not based on Attlee's sympathy for 


communism. . . but on the real economic interests of England, which are, as is known, the 
basis of her political interests." 


Offers of increased trade once before, in 1932 and 1933, tipped the scale of popular 
opinion in the U. S. in favor of giving official recognition to the Communist regime in the 
U.S. S. R. It appears that the Communists are trying to use trade again to reduce free world 


resistance to Communist political demands and, thus, to further the spread of the Communist 
Empire . 


SINGING CARRIES CP PROPAGANDA 


On February 8, 1954 the "Daily Worker" carried a letter reporting that "Paul Robeson, 
Alan Booth, and Nadyne Brewer performed at the Galilee Baptist Church in Newark, N. J. on 
January 31." The writer urged "more such concerts across the land." 


The "Daily Worker" of February 16 reported that Paul Robeson was scheduled to sing at a 


Labor Youth League rally and at a Negro History Week celebration under the auspices of the 
Garment Center ALP. 


Paul Robeson, well-known as a Negro Communist leader, has been making appearances in 
churches and at mass rallies at least since January 1953 when he announced he had joined the 
choir of the Mother Zion Methodist Episcopal Church in Harlem. His songs contain much 
propaganda. 


UNEMPLOYED GET CP ATTENTION 


On February 4, 1954 the "Daily Worker" carried an unsigned letter stating that the writer 
had waited 29 days to get money under the unemployment compensation program. The letter 


urged that a committee be set up to help unemployed people get unemployment compensation 
money quickly. 


Other issues of the "Daily Worker" have shown concern for the unemployed. The February 


12, issue reported there were now 120,000 unemployed in the Detroit area. No specific action 
has yet been recommended. 


GUATEMALA UNDER FIRE 


The "Daily Worker" of February 12, 1954 reported that the Guatemalan government 


“criticizes the (U.S.) State Department's denial of complicity in a conspiracy to overthrow the 
Guatemalan government by force and violence." 
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"The Department has done nothing to repudiate declarations of a number of high North 
American officials who have asserted the alleged necessity of intervening in the internal affairs 
of Guatemala through forcible unilateral action," the article said. 


On February 14, 1954 the "Sunday Worker" took another approach. It stated that the 
"National Committee of the American Communist Party pointed out this week in an appeal to 
stop ‘another Korea right on our own doorstep, ' that the government of Guatemala is capitalist 
and there is not one iota of socialism or Communism in it. 


"The danger is real and present that Guatemala faces subversion of its young democracy 
by force and violence organized from the outside with the direct connivance of the Department 


of State in plain violation of the UN charter which guarantees all sovereign states against this 
kind of attack." 


Anti-Communist Resolution Sought 


Guatemala will come under fire at the tenth conference of American States which opens 
March 1 in Caracas, Venezuela. The United States delegation is reported to be seeking support 
for an anti-Communist resolution directed against Communist penetration into Guatemala. 


Guatamalans are expected to defend themselves against what they call U. S. “intervening in 
the internal affairs of Guatemala." 


Jacobo Arbenz, Guatemala's President, of course, had denied charges that his country is 
Communist. Arbenz has not explained the report that 32 out of 44 members in the Guatemalan 


Congress sent congratulatory messages to North Korea last year for repulsing imperialist 
aggression. 


The "Cominform Journal" reported on November 20, 1953 that at a meeting of the Central 
Committee of the CP of Guatemala Jose Manuel Fortuny, General Secretary of the Party talked 
on "the threat of foreign intervention and on the creation of a united broad democratic front of 
struggle for progress and national independence." 


Pravda of December 26, 1953 repeated this line by predicting that "imperialists and their 
lackeys in Central America" may soon make new efforts at “open intervention in Guatemala." 
Pravda continued: "However, the people of Guatemala, despite its smallness, realize its 


strength, realize that it is not alone. On its side is the sympathy of all peoples of the world, the 
growing forces of the warriors for democracy and peace." 


"Daily Worker" Joins In 


The "Daily Worker" on February 8, 1954 opened up its campaign by warning of a U. S. 
~ to invade Guatemala and called for a "Hands Off Guatemala" policy. This was followed 
y the statements cited at the beginning of this article. 


The purpose of the proposed anti-Communist resolution the U. S. is seeking at the forth- 
coming conference in Caracas presumably will be to invoke economic pressures against Guatemala 
in an effort to unseat the present Communist domination of the govemment. The Organization of 
the American States already is on record as being opposed to "Communist Imperialism." 


Guatemala with a population of about 2,700,000 lies only 800 miles south of New Orleans. 
It depends for its economic existence upon exports mainly to the United States. Eighty percent 
of these exports are coffee. Other exports include bananas, chicle gum, and some metals. 


COMMUNISTS THREATEN ITALIAN GOVERNMENT 


Since the general Italian elections of June 7, 1953, the Communist oy under Palmiro 
Togliatti has been able to keep the Italian government tottering on the brink of collapse. 
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Some American observers, such as Henry J. Taylor, believe Italy will go Communist by 
its own will and without the use of force and violence. 


Pravda, on February 2, 1954, reported that Togliatti had said recently: "We propose agree- 
ment among political forces, which would take into account the results of the election of 7 June 
1953, on urgent problems of the country, and on general aspirations for relaxing international 
tensions and for peace and economic reform." 


This appears to be a veiled offer of the Communists to participate in the government on the 
basis of the June 7 election results in which the Communists and their socialist allies won 36.9 
percent of the seats in the Italian Parliament. 


CP Growing in Italy 


Pietro Secchio, Deputy General Secretary of the Italian CP, writing in the "Cominform 
Journal" of November 27, 1953, states that “by September 20, 1953 the Party membership in 
Italy reached 2,120,208. The Communist Youth Federation has a membership of 437,240". 
This is an increase from about 2,000,000 total in 1946. 


Secchio describes the organization of the CP in this way: “Communists set up Party sec- 
tions in practically every community and, if possible, in each large part of the community, and 
in every district in cities and towns. The Party section is above the Party branch. It consists of 
the factory and territorial branches. 


"Party branch membership does not exceed 70. Branches are organized into branches of 
factories, plants, shops, branches for blocks of houses, etc. The CP of Italy has. . . 9,993 
Party sections and 52,481 territorial and factory branches. 


“Party branches are further divided into groups of ten headed by a Party group organizer 
whose duty is to bring to the Communists vital political questions of the day, to help in their 
work, and query them on inactivity. The number of group organizers increased from 63, 637 in 
1948 to 139,781 at present." 


Extent of Infiltration 


Secchio continues that "the number of leading cadres now exceeds 400,000 omitting those 
who hold leading posts in the mass organizations, trade unions, cultural and club groups, co- 
operatives, in communal and provincial bodies." 


Party schools are the training ground for Communist leaders according to Secchio who adds 
that in 1953 "13 courses in the central Party schools had 395 students, and there were 1,099 
provincial and local courses for 28,802 students." 


The governing policy for the entire Party, Secchio says, is to "develop members politically 
and ideologically, keep Party activity brisk, have branch meetings discuss all problems, see 
that every member has an assignment, and practice open criticism and self-criticism." 


The CP Wages "Non-military" War 


What all this adds up to is a contain conspiracy which is waging a "non-military" 
war against free elements in every sector of Italian society. Since the United States curtailed 


its information work in Italy in 1953, the Communists have stepped up their propaganda and 
political activities. 


Today Communists are openly ridiculing the United States, the United States Ambassador to 
Italy, and the present Italian government which is friendly to the United States. Also important 
is the fact that the "Cominform Journal" presented this organization in the manner of a model 
for the organization of other CP's throughout the free world. 
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KREMLIN FEARS DISUNITY AT HOME 


Since the Berlin riots of June 17, 1953, the Communists have been showing increased con- 
cern over the dependability of the non-Russian peoples in the U. S. S. R. 


Pravda on January 12, 1954 honored the celebration of the "300th reunification of the 
Ukraine with Russia" by urging "greater vigilance against the machinations of the imperialists 
and their agents, the bourgeois nationalists and other traitors." 


This greater vigilance, Pravda said, "is one of the most important requirements for the 
success and well-being of the Soviet Socialist Republics." 


Declaring that “efforts of the Western imperialists to sow strife among the peoples of the 
U.S. S. R. have failed," Pravda continued: “as long as capitalist encirclement exists, the im- 
perialist states will continue. . . to seek to utilize the remnants of routed hostile groups for 
anti-Soviet purposes, to activize bourgeois-nationalist prejudices in individual minds and use 
them to undermine the friendship of peoples of the U. S. S. R." 


To prevent any doubt as to who was running the U. S. S. R., Pravda declared that "The 
Russian people established a powerful, centralized state with its capital in Moscow. Moscow be- 
came the initiator of the Russian state, its political, economic, and cultural leader." 


U. S. UNDER COMMUNIST ATTACK 
ON THE CULTURAL FRONT 


When rioting Communists in Calcutta, India, attacked the U. S. Information library and 


burned some of its books, on February 16, they were very probably carrying out a Moscow- 
directed offensive against American "culture." 


Under the banner of the "fight of progressive intelligensia of capitalistic countries against 
Americanized culture and for national independence and peace," the official Party magazine 
"Communist," in November 1953 discussed specific campaigns set up for various countries. 


In France the campaign involves frequent mention of Maxim Gorky and the "revival of 
French culture." 


In Italy it is directed “against the prevalence of Hollywood films and Americanized litera- 
ture, and against obscurantism from the leaders of the Catholic Church." 


Latin American Communists have a campaign to “unmask the persistent policy of the. . . 
U. S. A. to choke down and liquidate national cultures of these countries." 


U. S. Campaign Goes Underground 


The cultural program in the U. S. has taken a completely different approach, according to 
"Communist." American Communists are fighting to "save the genuine American culture, to 
free the American intelligensia from shameful submission to capital ." 


One form of this program is "to envelop and promote what is sound and creative in the 
works of Franklin, Jefferson, Douglass, Lincoln, Train, Dreiser, and others," which means a 
program of twisting the words of great Americans to justify the Communist Party line. 


Policy of Attack 
Running through the American program as well as the programs for all other countries of 
the world is the policy of attack on the basis that “American ideological occupation attempts to 


establish in all capitalistic countries its methods of control over thought, methods of suppression 
of every ray of progressive thought." 
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The "Daily Worker" of February 15, 1954 has taken up this line. It charges that the U. S. 
plan to act against the intervention of international Communism in the American Republics is a 
U. S. attempt at "thought control ." 


What really lies behind this world-wide campaign against American motion pictures, and 
literature is even more curious. "Communist" in the November 1953 issue, tells us: "The Soviet 
people. under the direction of the Communist Party have accomplished the titanic task of creating 
a new general peoples' culture. Soviet culture has become the greatest international drawing 
force resisting the moral wildness which is carried by the seductive bourgeois culture, which is 
being forcibly Americanized in the expansion of monopoly capital ." 


The cultural battle lines have been drawn. Communist victories on this front are possible 
where the people do not understand the nature of the attack. 


REP. FEIGHAN ATTACKED 


The “Daily Worker" of February 4, 1954 states that "the Communist a of Ohio charges 
that Rep. Michael A. Feighan (D., Ohio) has joined McCarthy forces in introducing legislation 
to take away citizenship of any person convicted of crimes involving national security." The 
Ohio CP said that "the real traitors to America are Big Business." 


CONDEMNED MAN DRAWS 
CP SUPPORT 


The "Daily Worker" in its issues of February 12, February 14, and ae 16 has carried 
articles on Wesley Robert Wells, a Negro, condemned to be executed April 9, for attacking a 
San Quentin prison guard with intent to kill. 


The "Daily Worker" articles state that support for a plea of clemency for Wells has been 
gaining wide support from various groups. 


This case appears to involve the customary technique of rallying public support for what is 
basically a Communist Party cause. This is regarded as a demonstration of mass leadership on 
the part of Party members. 


COMEBACK FOR MARCANTONIO? 


The "Daily Worker" of February 4, 1954 states that "Vito Marcantonio and two associates 
have incorporated the Good Neighbor Party" to campaign for Marcantonio's "reelection from 
the 18th Congressional District in Manhattan." The other incorporators listed by the "Daily 
Worker" are Michael Magliano and Elizabeth Sasuly. 


LABOR YOUTH LEAGUE UNDER INVESTIGATION 


The "Daily Worker" of February 14, 1954 reported that the House Un-American Activities 
Committee had called for the books, records, and names of members of the Labor Youth League 
of Michigan for a hearing to be held in Detroit starting February 22. 


The article stated that Balza Baxter, state chairman of the LYL, had been subpoenaed by 
the House Committee. A lawyer, Milton Henry, opposed the House action in court, claiming 
that the Fourth Amendment was being violated. 


The “Daily Worker" of February 15, 1954 carried an article which stated that "the LYL is 
the only U. S. youth organization which has a program of education in the spirit of scientific 
socialism." 


The Subversive Activities Control Board has been holding hearings on the national Labor 
Youth League in New York since early in December 1953. The hearings were originated by a 
tition of the Attorney General alleging that the LYL is a Communist front, and asking that it 
Ls ordered to register under the Internal Security Act of 1950. The hearings are expected to be 
over by the end of March. . 





